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Good to Go In France

“Distracted by all the Preparation”
By Marian Keidel

“Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made”. (Luke 10:40) “Mary...sat at the Lord’s feet
listening to what he had to say” (Luke 10:39)

I can envision Mary and Martha in the French setting. The culture is known for many wonderful characteristics, not
the least of which is their fantastic cuisine. An evening of entertainment in a friend’s home typically lasts for many
hours, well past midnight. Many courses are served: the appetizer, main course, salad, cheese, dessert, and then
coffee. The presentation is part of the wonder and beauty of the meal. All of this to say, a meal takes much
preparation and effort. | can see Martha in this setting: cleaning the house, shopping in the market (picking out only
the freshest food and the best cuts of meat), preparing each course so the taste is delightful and the presentation is
beautiful.

Poor Martha has gotten a bad reputation. Really now, she opened her home; hospitality is a good thing. Yet, in
rushing around to do all that work, her attitude went sour. | admit, if I’d been Martha, 1’d had been very unhappy
with my sister who was just sitting around, doing nothing to help!

But Jesus gently put things in perspective for Martha. | don’t read that he said “forget the meal”, but he went to the
heart of Martha’s problem. She was so busy doing what had to be done, (that tyranny of the urgent) and not enough
time thinking of her Lord and what he wanted do in her life, that her perspective was out of focus. She lost her
desire to give with a willing and cheerful heart.” Martha became “distracted by all the preparation”. You know the
feeling: “Oh, company will soon be here and I need to dust the living room, mop the kitchen and sweep the porch.
And, oh yes, | can’t forget to get out the napkins that go with the decorations...and thinking of decorations...|
forgot to pick up flowers.” The list goes on and on of things that “must” be done. Until we find we are driven to
distractions, and perhaps, beyond that, to desperation, and then, woe to the person who crosses our path. The one
who won’t take his/her share of the load, or some other irritation, and then comes the whining, accusations and self

pity.

If we are going to be “good to go” as we engage our world, the first step is sitting at Jesus’ feet, worshiping,
learning about Him, and becoming more like Him. It means becoming the women He meant us to be, women who
are certain of His love for us and through whom His love flows in willing, cheerful service to others. How easy to
let those priorities be pushed aside by the distractions of all that “needs to be done.”

Oh, and by the way, | hold in high regard my French sisters, who can whip up a fancy meal, in a tiny Kitchen. But
my greatest desire for them is to know the Lord, to desire to sit at his feet, and to become more like Him. The
challenge is to set the example.
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Good to Go in East Germany
By Shelly Kragt

Birthdays are a big deal in Germany. Not only does the birthday boy or girl receive countless cards and phone calls,
but they are also responsible to plan and host their own party. It sounds like a lot of work, and it is, but a birthday is
something to be celebrated, especially with close friends and family. Because we are an American family — a rarity
in the former communist East — we have been invited to many birthday celebrations. After several invitations, it
became obvious that we were not just new friends or acquaintances, but also a status symbol. Even though the rigid
communist government has fallen, they still have a strong desire to be different from others in some way. But it
doesn’t matter to us. We use every opportunity we can get to meet people, to meet their friends and to build
relationships, because where we live in Berlin, no one would care about hearing about God without a relationship
first.

Being invited to birthday parties is just one way God has used to introduce us to the people of this predominate
atheistic society. One of the first questions people ask us is why we are here. It is the perfect open door for a
conversation about God. Responses are always varied and we may never see them again in our lives, but we have at
least planted a seed and been faithful to what God has called us to do here.

Shortly after the fall of the wall in Berlin, a poll was taken in Eastern Europe to evaluate the religious condition of
those countries. East Germany ranked highest, at 90%, as the most atheistic country. God was erased from this
society. Of course, there are still churches and a remnant of true believers, but very few. The people that we have
talked to and met have believed the lie that man is the ultimate good and that truth is found within us. They tend to
defend their views with intellect and science. One of our language school teachers told us that Germany doesn’t
have any natural resources, but they offer the world their intellect. Germans are taught to think critically, and this in
turn leads to a critical spirit about most everything — especially religion. That is why a relationship is so important!
Until people have a chance to see Jesus in us, they will continue to defend their stance.

“Good to go” in East Germany means being ready to allow God to put us in places where He wants us to be to meet
the people He wants us to meet. It means being willing to have a relationship with someone who will constantly
guestion and criticize what we believe, which in turn pushes us to have a strong faith and to really know what we
believe! It means choosing to love people who are hard to love for the sake of Christ.

Evelyn, one of our language tutors, was one of those people. Hardened by her past and years of bitterness, she was
not open to the Lord at all. In fact, she said to us, “If there is a God, why did He give me the life | have?” She tried
to push us away with her criticisms and harsh words, but we continued loving her with the love of Jesus. One day,
we received a phone call from her. She had cancer and needed our help. One evening, sitting by her bedside, | again
explained to her what Jesus had done for her, and asked her once again if she wanted to receive His death for her.
She turned to me with tears in her eyes and whispered “Ja”. A few weeks later, we stood at her graveside with her
two sons and their wives. We would have been standing there alone if it hadn’t been for Jesus. He brought healing
and restoration in those few short weeks to a family who had not talked to one another for years.

Engaging our world of East Germany means being filled daily with Christ and His love and grace, so that at all
times and in all things, we will have all that we need to build relationships so that people will see God, not just with
their minds, but also with their hearts.
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Good to Go in Macedonia

“MINISTRY or DOING WHAT WE LOVE TO DO...CAN WE DO

BOTH?”
By Becky Mindek

One of the things I have realized about myself is that | need to keep myself happy in the ministry | am involved in.
That may sound selfish, but | believe that too many times as women, we try to force ourselves into a ministry out of
“responsibility” rather than a true “desire” to minister.

Have you ever said that you can’t do a ministry in the church because you were not “qualified”? Is that because we
are trying to fit our gifts and strengths into a packaged ministry? Wouldn’t it be better for us to find out what
strengths and desires for ministry are present in our hearts, and then find an avenue of ministry where we can use
those natural gifts? This doesn’t mean we don’t need to stretch ourselves sometimes and do something we aren’t
comfortable with, but it does mean making sure we have a ministry that we enjoy so that we are ministering with a
joyful heart and for the right reasons.

When | thought of being a missionary as a young 20 year old, I never thought | would be using what I love to do to
minister to the women of Macedonia. In my young ignorance, | guess | thought | had to “suffer for Jesus” in order
to be a missionary in ministry. | pictured myself in a hut with stacks of language books-- translating Sunday school
material for hours a day. Or, in the front of a large evangelistic gathering-- nervously speaking huge theological
sermons to hundreds of people seated on benches.

Now, 20 years later, God has shown me how to use my natural skills to minister to the Macedonians. Because |
realized quickly that | was a better English teacher than language learner, |1 began English classes at our new church
in order to reach out to the Macedonians in our city. The idea was to get people inside our church doors for English
class in order to show them that our faith was not a cult. Then | began doing something that | have always loved to
do - and which came natural - having dessert and coffee at our home and inviting my students to come for an
informal time of fellowship. In a culture that is very relational, and where coffee with friends is an everyday event,
this opened doors for friendship that would have never happened had I forced myself into the “expected” form of
ministry. Using my natural skill and heart’s desire to teach English has resulted in God leading four of my English
students to come to our weekly women’s Bible Study at church. Those women would never have been reached if |
had waited for my Macedonian language to be where | expected it to be in order to minister. Or if | had held large
evangelistic meetings at the church! | would still be behind my pile of books, inside my home, studying the
language and never going outside to reach the people!

What are you waiting for? Are you waiting for a gift that you may never have? Why not find the natural gift God
has given you and use it to reach your friends, and maybe to make new ones? And better yet, to fulfill the Great
Commission!

Our ministries as women should be “organized and focused, fitting into the direction and purpose of the church, but
they do not need to be “boxed and rehearsed”, done only out of obligation. If we are ministering because of a desire
to use the gift we have, our ministry will come naturally and flourish. If we are ministering because of a duty to
“fill an empty position or program”, that ministry will be forced and eventually fade out.
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I encourage us all as women to find our heart’s desire to minister. Don’t wait to be asked to do something that you
really don’t have a desire to do. Step up to the plate and search your heart for the natural qualities that you enjoy
(maybe organizing a coffee time, teaching crafts to kids after school with moms present, talking one on one to
hurting women, planning outings for the lonely, shopping for shut-ins, being involved in behind the scenes work
like organization, cooking, phone calls, etc.) and then talk to your pastor about where you can use that natural gift in
your church.

Then you will not only be *“good to go” for ministry....but you will also “go for good!”...never burning
out because your natural desire and love for your ministry will keep you going...going for good...going
for GOD.
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Good to Go in Bosnia-Herzegovina
By Petula Myers

I met Elvira and her husband, Jasko, in the summer of 2005 when I went to Tuzla to help my teammates host a
summer team.

In the Fall of 2005, I relocated to Tuzla to begin assisting in the English school and church. Last summer, our
home group multiplied into two groups because it had grown too large. | began to lead the home group that meets at
Elvira’s family’s apartment and is comprised mainly of Elvira’s family and a few others from their neighborhood.

I have translated her story below.

“My name is Elvira Bjelich-Kushljugich. | am thirty-five years old, married and the mother of two children, ages 12
and 16. I live with my family in my parents’ two room apartment. There are a total of eight of us living in this small
apartment, but | am happy and content with my life. Until a few years ago, my life was completely different.

My husband and | had our own apartment. We both worked. We had a car and all the other things necessary for a
normal life. However, we were unsatisfied with the life we had and began searching for something better,
something that would fill the emptiness in our lives. We believed that we had found what we were looking for in
heroine. At first, it filled the emptiness inside us and we were content. But after a few months, the satisfied feeling
disappeared and we were left with an insatiable addiction. It consumed us and we became enslaved to our need for
it. Heroine had become the master of our lives.

We were in chains. My husband lost his job because of the ever increasing number of absences from the work
place. Soon after that, we lost our apartment. | was then the only one working and it became very difficult to earn
enough money to feed our drug habit and pay for all the other needs of our family. We began to sell drugs to earn
enough to cover our expenses and it wasn’t long before the police arrested us. We both ended up in jail. My
husbhand was sentenced to a year and a half and | received six months. | hadn’t been out of jail long before |
returned to my old habits and once again found myself in jail.

When my husband got out of jail, my parents begged us to try and get help. We had heard that there were some
Christian rehabilitation centers in the neighboring country of Croatia. There was one in Split for men and one in
Pula for women. So we made the decision to both go into rehabilitation. My husband went to Split and | went to
Pula.

Upon my arrival in the center in Pula, I met some women who were truly following the way of Jesus. Most of them,
prior to coming to the center, had lived lives similar to my own. They told me how they had let Jesus come into
their lives and He had done something miraculous—He had changed their lives. At first, it wasn’t clear to me what
they were talking about. But after a few months, Jesus touched my heart as well and | decided to give my life
completely to Him. That was when | experienced the miracle the others had been telling me about. My life changed
and the chains | had worn for so long were broken. Jesus freed me from my addiction to heroine, but He also freed
me from many other things in my life that had seemed justified to me.
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A few years later, | returned to my home town. My husband also returned and shortly after his return, accepted
Christ as well. Today we are both free and serving Christ in the Evangelical Church of Tuzla. We are blessed by the

way the Lord continues to care for us.”

Elvira is truly an example of a life changed and committed to serving Christ. She now works for a Finnish ministry
to the Gypsy communities surrounding Tuzla. She heads up an “Adopt a Child” program that provides much needed
school supplies for more than 30 local Gypsy children. Elvira makes regular visits to the homes of these children as
well as their schools to make sure they are still regularly attending classes. A life once lost in hopeless darkness
now carries His light into the darkness of other lives.
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Good to Go in Mexico

“Food for the Soul”
By Shirley Haworth

Ten years ago we arrived in the second largest city in Mexico, Guadalajara, as Alliance Missionaries. Guadalajara
has approximately 8 million people from both extreme ends of the spectrum living in it. There are the poor, living in
horrible conditions of garbage heaps as their dining tables, and cardboard boxes as their houses where huge
cockroaches are their constant companions, to the very wealthy who boast of owning many toys such Hummers,
Ferraris, yachts, enormous houses in various parts of the Country and do extensive traveling to every part of the
world imaginable.

This is our City and our life, the people whom we were called to serve and to reach. With only

3% of the middle class population as evangelical Christians, we have lots of church planting left to do here for years
to come. The good news is that in ten years time, the amount of Christians has doubled as other denominations have
entered to help reach the lost and the Lord has moved among us. The people of Guadalajara are open and ready for
a real and thriving per-sonal relationship with Christ, as they find their traditional religion to be superficial and
leaving them empty inside.

Take my new friend Anita, for example. It was late morning, the traffic and the hub-pub of the big city were in full
swing and | was waiting at a table by myself in a local restaurant praying and looking up scripture. | had received a
disturbing phone call out of the blue from a desperate lady with whom I had only a brief encounter prior to this
morning. She had told me over the phone some horrendous things that she had done, spending 73 years filling her
life with any and every kind of worldly pleasure that she could find. She had been avoiding God; although she had
talked with various Priests, psychologists, sexologists, Dr.'s, and had tried all kinds of medi-tation, yoga and any
kind of self-help she could get her hands on to help ease the yawning torment in her soul. Humanly speaking, | was
nervous. | knew very well my short-comings and could have said that she was way out of my league, but I knew
that God had put her in my path for a reason and | was filled with His peace. She was a half-hour late (hormal in our
culture) and when she finally arrived, she made quite a scene as she is quite a flamboyant dresser and a loud talker.

Normally in our culture, the greetings take up a good bit of time, but Ana Maria was really hungry and ready to
“eat”! So after smiling and kissing me on the cheek, she sits down close to me, gets right in my face and says, "Now
tell me what I need to do to be saved!" | was so taken aback at her abruptness and since it was 11:30 a.m., |
sheepishly said, "Don't you want to look over the menu first and we can talk while they prepare the food?" She says
to me, "Yes, I'm hungry, but my soul is even hungrier still", and so | began to explain how God loves and accepts
her just as she is, that we don't have to clean up before we take a bath, that when we come to Jesus with a repentant
heart that He does the spring-cleaning and forgives us and makes us new. She agreed each step of the way, she read
out loud each verse I had picked out for her, sometimes stopping to wipe the tears as they were blocking her vision.
Each time the poor bewildered waiter came by to check on us to see if we wanted to order yet, she shooed him
away! She would say to him, and to me, with great determination and resolve, "Yes | will order when | am ready,
but I just can't eat until I do this". Various times she would say "This is more important and my soul needs this food
more than my stomach does!"

Within about 40 minutes, Ana Maria was at the feet of Jesus, the Bread of Life, looking to be filled and satisfied by
Him and Him alone. When we were done praying, she lifted up her head and with a satisfied grin on her face, she
declared "Now we can eat! And by the way, how are your children?"
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Well needless to say, it was an experience like no other, even after 10 years of being a missionary. It has been a
tough climb out of the pit that Ana Maria had dug for herself, but she is taking life one day at a time with God. Ana
Maria recently accompanied me to a Women's Encounter where she solidified her faith and saw that she has many
sisters in Christ and many new friends whom share some of the same struggles that she has. Little by little, she has
begun to see some changes in her home, where some of her children, grandchildren and even great grandchildren,
live. Just when she thought that they would reject her and that none of them would believe that this change in her
heart would stick, to our surprise, she showed up at my Woman's Class with a younger sister and a granddaughter
by marriage. To our further surprise, Monica (the granddaughter by marriage) took the initiative and not only came
with her Grandma, but had picked her up bright and early to get to class on time! God is on the move in this family
as they begin to crack open the doors to their hearts. Let's pray that God continues to use us and Ana in their lives
so that all of them find Him as their soul satisfying Bread of Life!!
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Good to Go Iin Ecuador

MISSIONS — Our Offering to God (CORBAN)
By Lisa Brown

I could feel the beads of sweat forming on my forehead. Oh no, not again, | thought. Sure enough, the whole
process was starting, and I could feel my stomach turning flips. I knew | was going to throw up. Why am | here?
This is not what I signed up for, not what | imagined missions to be like. I could hear the roar of the crowd, and
remembered all the nationalities represented in the audience tonight. | felt sick again. Did | have time to throw up,
and still pray before going on? The pastor was motioning the band to get ready to go on. | gave the international
“give me a second” sign and ran to the bathroom. This is it, | thought, the last time | am going to go through this!
I’m sorry God, but you have the wrong person!

I made it in time to run on stage with Janet, Elmer, Percy, and Jose. From the first song, through to the last, calm
came over me, and a sense of offering love to God. It’s the only way | can describe it. Funny that offering should
come to mind, since this is the meaning behind the bands name. Corban: “My offering to God.” Tonight, as we
jump and sing in this jungle city of Peru, | worship God with people from all over the world. We are one voice
crying out to God. Teach us how to love. Show us more of yourself so we can imitate you. Help us celebrate your
love. We are grateful for your mercy. There is no one here who deserves it.

Rich gets up to preach and he gets everyone laughing and crying at himself or herself. We all struggle with our
natures; we all want to love God more. Many are here tonight who want to know exactly who this God of mercy is.
Rich describes the God who loves us enough to die, and conquer death and sin. We are free. Is there anyone who
doesn’t think they are free and would like to be free? A crowd gathers up front as we sing about laying our burdens
down. This is just the first night in a long tour of 14 days in and around the jungle. The best thing is, we know God
is with us and now these young people up front know God is with them too.

What | have just described happened on the first tour | made with Corban 4 years ago. Corban is a band that started
from the Larco Alliance Church in Trujillo, Peru. Seven young guys who wanted to use their talent for God. Seven
guys who wanted to reach the hard to reach university students in their city. Of course, it was very tough. None of
them had the money for their own instrument, so every day they paid a small fee to “rent” an instrument and place
to practice. As the years went on, the pastors saw the vision this group had and helped them by allowing them to
practice at church. There were also commitments like work and studies that made it hard to travel to lesser-reached
areas of the country, the cost of getting from one place to another, and again, renting sound equipment. The group
shrank from seven to four.

In 2000, Rich and | came back from home assignment to Trujillo, and were reunited with the young people we had
pastored for our first four-year term. At that time, our church was birthing a daughter church, and we were asked to
join the church planting team and help start the America Sur Alliance church. We would pastor the youth in this
new church. Three of the seven guys that had started Corban came with us to help at the church plant.
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Just as our ministry had changed, Corban had changed. There are only three original band members left, EImer,
Percy and Jose. It wasn’t long before they approached Rich to pastor the band, and asked me if | could help with
piano and vocals. We readily agreed, having no idea, just how God would use this ministry in our own life and
ministry. | came in with another girl from our youth group named Janet. | could remember her first time at our
church and when she decided to follow Christ. It was exciting to see her spiritual maturity and share extra time with
her. Her spiritual walk STILL inspires me! While we were still in Peru, Corban traveled every month or so, trying
to go to out-of-the-way places and tell others about God’s love. What impressed us about Corban was their
missionary heart, and we asked God to lead this group to places we wouldn’t normally be able to go. That is exactly
what He did. Thankfully, since my piano skills were so lacking, we found 2 keyboardists to take turns traveling
with us, and all | had to do was sing. The nausea disappeared!

Our 4 year term in Trujillo flew by, and before we knew it, we were hugging everyone goodbye. Corban gave me a
hat that I always stole from the guitarist, and signed the inside of it, so | wouldn’t forget them. We had grown so
close to the members of the band, it was hard to say goodbye. All my life though, God has taken me to the most
amazing places and allowed me to see wonderful things, so I trusted Him and said goodbye.

Now Rich and I are here in Quito, Ecuador. Our ministry is nothing like we ever imagined. We have always been
youth pastors in the local church. Even when we became career missionaries, that is where the mission kept placing
us, and the churches most needed us. Now we are involved more regionally in Ecuador, Peru and Colombia. We are
reaching out to youth pastors in these three countries, encouraging and equipping them to reach the 3 million youth
in Latin America. It is exciting. It is also hard work. How do we get the word out of who we are and that we want to
help out? There are so many discouraged youth workers. Remember, the whole idea of pastoring youth as a
“legitimate” calling is still fairly new in these countries. We were having a hard time finding ways to get to know
people and encourage them, until God brought Corban back into our lives.

Corban has helped us get in the door of larger youth events to give concerts, and then we let them know our
missionary vision. We have one CD out, and the proceeds of that CD go to the garbage dump ministry our churches
are involved in.

Corban has come to run the music in two of our youth encounter events here in Ecuador. They have also gone to
the “ends of the earth” where no other band would go to send out the message of Gods love in song. We have been
in prisons, on boats, at street concerts, big church events, and smaller youth leader conferences. When people ask
me what | do as a missionary, | always feel funny telling them about the band, but I realize just how many doors
have been opened because of our music.

There are still so many challenges. We don’t want to make any money off our music and yet, to travel to out of the
way places takes time and money. We want to bless those who could never afford to go to regular youth
conferences, or concerts. We want to raise money for the garbage dump ministry; we want to be a missionary band!
Usually, when we get together to dream, we start to think, “This is all too impossible”. Of course, just last January
we were in both Ecuador and Peru, worshipping God with very different crowds. Corban raised almost $1000 for
the Garbage Dump ministries from financially challenged youth in Ecuador and Peru. One Peruvian didn’t have
money with him for the love offering, so he took off his watch and gave what he had. It reminds me of the stories
we heard of sacrificial giving in the times of our founder A.B. Simpson. In February, we again were able to watch
God work through the youth encounter as we helped with the music. A few months from now, we will be going to
Colombia for a second time. This is another opportunity to give the little we have as Corban “an offering to God”.
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Latin American missions are really changing. Our goal is to build leaders up so that they can pastor their people,
and reach out to the unreached. This challenges us to be creative, and well prepared. If you are considering coming
this way as a missionary, expect the unexpected and dream the impossible dream!

Oops... one last thing! Corban has a web page. It is www.corbanweb.com. It is all in Spanish, but there are lots of
videos and pictures, and even bits of our songs! We just wrote a song about the garbage dump that we will be
adding soon. It is in English and Spanish. In the picture, I am the one with the Jesus hat on! It's the hat that they
gave me.

“Brooke’s Story”
By Brooke Prokopchak

My life has been steeped in Christianity. A Christian home, a Christian school, a Christian church. Christian music,
books, movies, conferences, concerts, and camps. 1’ve been indoctrinated, inculcated, insulated, and inoculated.
Where | grew up is nearly unparalleled by the rest of the world: | once counted at least eight private Christian high
schools within thirty miles of my home.

Mission trips, therefore, were frequent and familiar. We did them as families, as youth groups, as school classes.
From each graduating class of the Christian high school | attended, about a third went to college, a third to the
workforce, and the remaining third to the mission field. By the time I reached college, | had mission-tripped my
way to Washington D.C., Philadelphia, New York City, Guatemala, Barbados, and Grenada.

So when | committed to spending my spring break in Ecuador, | was ready. | knew how it worked. Fly in, do some
construction, attend some church services, teach the kids a few songs, fly out. Not that | didn’t have right motives.
Not that I didn’t anticipate God working in me and through me. I did. What | didn’t anticipate was my discovery
that the definition of my faith, this Christianity that I had memorized and mimicked and maintained for over twenty
years, was formulaic and faulty.

For starters, my definition of short-term missions needed to change. After arriving in Quito, our group sat down
with Alliance missionaries Rich and Lisa Brown. As they explained that this was a mission’s experience, not a trip,
I could already feel God impressing on my heart that my perceptions of many aspects of my faith were going to be
challenged during the next ten days. The Browns encouraged us that this experience was as much for us as it was
for the Ecuadorian communities we were going to serve, that God was going to meet us where we were, that He is
personal and would speak into our own individual lives about our circumstances and callings.

It took maybe ten minutes in Pano, a non-English speaking jungle community six hours outside Quito, for me to
realize that God had purposed this experience to stretch me in all the right places. I’m not used to working with
children, so of course Pano happened to be a central location for Compassion International. | usually pass the
responsibility of translating to another more skilled than | in the Spanish language, but | happened to be one of the
most fluent speakers of the group. One of the few comforts I hate going without is running water, so naturally there
was none. Funny, God.
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The Browns incorporated debriefing time into our schedule every night, another first to add to my missions’
repertoire. We were asked to share a high and low moment of each day as well as our thoughts on what God was
teaching us as individuals throughout. At the final debriefing session back at Rich and Lisa’s home in Quito, |
watched myself and my fellow students become completely vulnerable in front of the entire group and admit the
ways in which the pure love and selflessness of the South American people acted as a mirror to reflect our own
tainted and selfish images back on us. Not to mention the wrench this threw into our ideas of Christianity.

My North American Christianity says that as long as you know so many Bible verses, prayed the prayer so many
years ago, attend church and small group meetings so many times per week, these will add up to pure religion. But
this is a lie that the enemy uses to enslave believers in a mentality that says the church is a meeting time and place
rather than a living, active body. The Christianity | saw in the Browns and in South America understands what
James meant when he said, “Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans
and widows in their distress and keep oneself from being polluted by the world” (1:27). Away from the clocks and
schedules, mirrors and materialism of the United States, Christianity could become what it was intended to be: the
physical representation of the unity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit on earth, free from denominational barriers
and theologians trying to one-up each other in their doctrinal dissertations.

I returned home with a visual of what Jesus meant when he told his disciples, “‘Again | tell you that if two of you
agree on earth about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three
come together in my name, there am | with them’” (Matthew 18:19-20). South America has grasped this relational
definition of the church far more quickly; they are waiting for us, their North American brothers and sisters, to
catch up.
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Good to Go in Brazil

Elaine Okasawara: A heart being molded in the Hand of God
By Helen White

Elaine and her husband, Marcelo, have set their hearts on the Lord so that they may abound in every good work.
They are members of the Vila Madalena Church in the western section of the city of Sao Paulo, a city of 18 million
people. They have purposed in their hearts to be ready to go, as they engage in the World. They have a call to
ministry, and specifically, to the indigenous people of the Amazon basin area of Brazil. However, today their world
is primarily in Sao Paulo and the ministry God has called them to in the local church. As they wait, God is
developing attitudes in their lives that will give them strength as they move on to another location.

Elaine was called to become a missionary at a missionary conference in October of 2001, when her fiancé (at the
time), was out fishing. In her heart, her response to the Lord was very clear: yes, but she said to him, “Lord you see
the ring on my hand, soon | will be married. | know that you can make this call just as real and personal to Marcelo
so that we can follow your lead together.”

Before their wedding, Andre & Tania Souza came to the Vila Madalena church and spoke of their ministry in the
Amazon basin. They invited anyone interested in participating in a mission’s trip to their village to contact them.
Marcelo took great interest in this invitation, and soon Marcelo and Elaine were working together with others in
preparation for the mission’s trip. They were married in April of 2002. The team that went to the basin learned a lot
about ministry, and was stretched spiritually. Even as they left the Amazon, Marcelo had not experienced a clear
call. But, a week later, he had a clear moving in his heart and knew that he was called to become a missionary.
Immediately, he took action and began what he thought would be a two year course in Bible and ministry. The
urgency was great upon his heart and he wanted to go in less than three years. But their preparation to go would
take more time to be fully equipped when they left for the Amazon basin.

Marcelo’s pastors spoke to him and said that they wanted him to be licensed as a minister with the Brazilian
Alliance church before he is sent to minister with the Brazilian mission group, MEVA (Evangelical Mission of the
Amazon). That meant Marcelo had to agree to complete the full four year course of study at the Alliance Bible
College in Sao Paulo. Marcelo graduated from the school in December of 2006. He has now begun the one year
internship in his home church to complete his requirements of ministry to be licensed by the Brazilian Church.

God had some other experiences in life and ministry for them to live before they were to leave. Marcelo was a
business partner with his two brothers in a very profitable business. When Marcelo came to Christ just months
before their wedding, he started to hear the voice of the Spirit telling him that certain practices of their company
were not pleasing to the Lord. The income was great, but both Marcelo and Elaine were eager to have him leave the
partnership so that he no longer would be asked to do unethical practices that are widely practiced by companies
desiring greater earnings in Brazil. His family, Japanese by decent, and one to highly value family cooperation, did
not understand his position, but over time they agreed, and he was freed from the partnership. Today, they live on
less, but have joy in what they do.
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Elaine, the oldest child, felt great pressure from her family to continue working in the family insurance business,
even more so since her mother is a widow. Her mom has worked there for years, but always depended on Elaine’s
leadership in the job, for this income, and for her general emotional support. Even though it was difficult, Elaine
and Marcelo talked this over with her mother, explaining the necessary transition of responsibility that would be
coming to free Elaine to leave and live her missionary calling. For Marcelo’s family, who still don’t know the Lord,
their understanding is clouded because of their lack of eternal hope. Yet, Marcelo and Elaine have been firm in
preparing their families for this major transition.

In 2005, Marcelo and Elaine, were willing to put their future support base at risk to help send out a family already
prepared to go. Andre and Tania Souza, due to some circumstances, needed a home church to be their base for
sending them out again with MEVA to reach the Wai Wai people. They spoke the language and had already
ministered there, but were without the support base they needed. Marcelo and Elaine did not hesitate in enabling
and encouraging the Vila Madalena church to take on this couple for a year before they would be sent out to the
Wai Wai people of the Amazon basin. The Vila Madalena Church contributes about US $1,200 (monthly) or 13.5%
of its combined regular and mission’s offerings to support the Souza family. By human logic, Marcelo and Elaine
had just ruined their future support base for their ministry and calling, but they counted this all as joy for the sake of
Christ. They joyfully helped all of this come together and this reflects their resolute heart in doing all they can to
send out the Word to those in need.

Elaine and Marcelo knew that the Brazilian government agency, FUNAI, that protects the indigenous people of the
nation, has become increasingly strict about allowing ministers of the gospel of Christ to live among the indigenous
people. They felt it would be wise, since Marcelo’s qualifications for going would be based on his theological
studies, that Elaine prepare in some specific health related area. They consulted MEVA (the mission board) and
found that one area that would be very helpful was a course as a laboratory technician, specializing in basic exams,
such as blood tests to determine if the patient has malaria. Elaine always had an interest in microscopes and a desire
for learning about health related subjects. Elaine and Marcelo again went to their pastor and asked him for his
direction in this matter. Elaine had been taking courses at the Bible School, but would need to stop those to take this
technical course. Elaine had already met the MEVA require-ments for preparation for a married woman. Their
pastor confirmed that it would be very wise for her to take this course, as the FUNAI finds it difficult to adequately
help the indigenous people as they suffer from frequent bouts with malaria. This would enable Elaine to help with a
quick diagnosis for the needy people of the Amazon jungle. Elaine finished the course work in 2006 and will do an
internship after the birth of their twins.

If Marcelo and Elaine had left quickly for the mission field, they would not have had a child. They had repeatedly
asked for prayer and anointing for their desire to have a child, but God had responded . . . wait. Over the last two
years, Elaine’s medical needs and difficulties to get pregnant were diagnosed. God gave them a gift, the costly
medical treatment to enable Elaine to get pregnant was given to her by her Obstetrician. Today, they await the birth
of their twins, Clara and Filipe, a girl and a boy (due in June, but likely arrival in May 2007). A dream of Elaine’s
youth was to have twins, a boy and a girl. God’s hand has been upon her thus far in the pregnancy.

Since their wedding, when they ministered in teaching to the Jr. High kids, Elaine took most of the leadership in
directing the Bible Study. When Marcelo taught, he would consult her frequently and she influenced the outcome of
the study. Today, with her increased tiredness due to the pregnancy and Marcelo’s new opportunities to minister in
the Vila Madalena church, Elaine has been learning the importance of keeping quiet and praying. It is a continuing
challenge to her, but one she is seeing the importance of. Elaine grew up in the church, but Marcelo did not come to
Christ until 2001 at an Alliance church retreat. Elaine has gifts in teaching. In all of this, she is learning to rest--
even when she thinks about a possible weakness or error that may come up in Marcelo’s ministry. She is certain
that God will meet Marcelo as he ministers and is at peace.
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In so many areas, Elaine has seen how the verse is so true for her heart and life over the last six years: “Delight
yourself in the LORD and he will give you the desires of your heart” (Psalm 37:4). Initially, Elaine and Marcelo felt
so compelled by the urgency to go to the indigenous people that they were frustrated by some of the steps they
needed to take to reach their goal. Today they have a deep peace at seeing, knowing and living the presence of the
Lord in a very real and personal way as they finish off their preparation to go. They know that for today, God is
calling them to live and minister as faithful servants, and soon, when they go to the indigenous people of Brazil,
God will have built into their lives what they need to go and engage in a new setting. Their Pastor, Kurt Baselides,
said they are a couple with unlimited willingness to serve in any manner and ministry in the church!

Afterthought: Elaine told me that one of the things that she has begun to do in ministry more is to teach. She is
helping to teach the Adult S.S. class and also is invited many times to speak at the monthly Brazilian Alliance
Women's meeting (UFM.) Elaine participated in the recent Alliance Women's retreat last October.

The Alliance churches in Brazil have five missionary units that they support. There are about 14 organized
(C&MA) ACEMBRAS churches and several congregations that provide a large portion of the support for these
families. If you want to see the ACEMBRAS mission’s site, go to: www.dmalianca.com.br.
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Good to Go in Mongolia
By Renee Anderson

I’m good to go. What does that mean? What do we need to do to be good to go? The first thing that came to my
mind is this: the Christian who is good to go has counted the cost and deliberated his strategy.

“For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, whether he has enough to
complete it? Otherwise when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him,
saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish.” Or what king, going out to encounter another king
in war, will not sit down first and deliberate whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against
him with twenty thousand?’” Luke 14:28-31 ESV

This is the place where Tomor and Chimgey got tripped up. These two single leaders from the Seed of Faith student
church in UB were eager to prove that they were faithful by finding employment. This is not an easy endeavor, as
unemployment rates in Mongolia are high. They approached C&MA missionaries, Jacob and Juhny Kim, with the
idea of opening their own small grocery store. The sound advice they received was to wait, obtain the capital they
needed and proceed carefully.

However, that isn’t the Mongolian way. They approached friends and family and borrowed money and opened their
store. Now, they barely bring in enough income to keep their shelves stocked and are considering borrowing more
money. They probably thought they were good to go. They weren’t.

This is only a picture of the reality of the church here in Mongolia. The young people are up against tremendous
odds: Buddhist backgrounds blended with Shamanism, poverty, an enormous rate of alcoholism, and the leftover
baggage of Communism. That is just one side of the coin. On the other side is a lack of resources that the Western
world enjoys. Face it, there's no real reason for any professing Christian in the U.S. to not be “good to go.”
Christian books and audio are not just in the multitude of Christian bookstores, they are even in Walmart! If you
don’t want to get dressed and go out, you can just turn on your computer.

That is not the case here. If the Mongolian young people are to be good to go, they must be trained. There is a real
need for training facilities and trainers; for student camps and staff to run them; for scholarships to send them to
other countries, such as the Philippines, for in-depth training not yet available here.

I asked the question, “What does it mean to be good to go?” Just as important a question, is to determine what it
does not mean. God is able to make all grace abound...in all things and at all times. We are only good to go when
we know that is the only way we will abound in every good work.

I don’t know a lot about Mongolia. I’m only in the first year of language study. | do know that I will not make it on
my own strength and my own abilities. Before the apostle Paul gave the Corinthians that incredible promise in
chapter 9, verse 8, he told them, “Not that we are sufficient in ourselves to claim anything as coming from us, but
our sufficiency is from God” (2 Cor. 3:5). Here, the odds are definitely stacked against us. None of us here are
"good to go” in and of ourselves. Not the missionaries, not Mongolian Christians. We need your prayer and support.
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Let me support my point with the story of Bat. He was as well-trained as a Mongolian believer can be. He had been
to Bible school. He is a gifted teacher. The translation | received of one of his messages was one of the most
encouraging ones | have heard. Two weeks later, he was with some friends and they had too much to drink. The
drunken young men broke into the church and stole money. Now he is living in the countryside trying to earn
enough money to make restitution.

Was he good to go? Maybe, maybe not. But even the “good to go” must be totally dependent on God, aware of their
own potential for falling and supported by their brothers and sisters in Christ because we need to be good to
go...Together.
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Good to Go in Japan
By Jane Landaw

Fitness Clubs have come to Japan! Stationary bikes, sophisticated weight lifting machines, and a list of exercise
equipment can be seen lining picture windows of a large area in Tokyo’s exclusive major company buildings. And,
in every neighborhood, Sports Clubs and exercise centers beckon sports enthusiasts. “Curves” has even come to
Japan. All of this is accompanied with a health food craze. Special teas and herbs are advertised as effective
treatments for taking off extra pounds and receiving vigor and unusual energy. The business world of Japan is
committed to succeeding in engaging their world with their innovations in sleek cars and high-tech cell phones. In
this high-stress setting, fitness is not an option. It takes tremendous energy to engage our world today. The
professional sector has taken intentional steps to meet this challenge.

How much more, we, as carriers of the most important assignment in the world, “have this Treasure in our earthen
vessels” that has the power to endow all the riches of the glory of God on all who will accept. (Il Cor. 4: 6-7)

Imagine life in Japan. The religion is mainly Shinto, followed by Buddhism. All of Japan would fit into the state of
California. About 75% of Japan is mountainous, leaving a small percentage for the mass cities and millions of
people to occupy. The population is half that of the U.S. Yes, we are surrounded by one another. We, as God’s
ambassadors, must live on their turf and function inside this framework as we work intentionally to share the
Gospel that has been entrusted to us.

What an honor to work for Jesus here. As we gear up for the daily evangelistic opportunities, we are deeply aware
of the difference of a day hemmed in prayer. We know that without prayer, intentional prayer, our efforts are only
that: “our efforts.” Staying spiritually fit through prayer is a prerequisite as we step onto their treadmills. The
Christian interest in Japan has recently been polled at about 5%, but the percentage of those who attend church is
lower. And so, daily, we walk in Satan’s war zone. Only the pure Word of God can provide the needed spiritual
armor that allows us to be “good to go” as we share the Light of the world. It has to be “Jesus increasing, me
decreasing.” In the words of John Piper, “God is most glorified in us when we are most satisfied in Him.” That’s
why Satan tries in every way to steal time for heart-to-heart time with the Lord. He knows that without it, we have
no power.

He also knows that with this supernatural Power, we become channels that the Holy Spirit can creatively direct. A
brokenness inside as we realize the task is humanly impossible is what God says He delights in. The way to
brokenness is usually painful and humbling, but it is the highway to holiness.

My husband, Harry, and | came into a new neighborhood about 2 years ago. We knew no one, but knew that God
had led. We printed up a flyer in Japanese called, “May We Help You”, introducing ourselves and our willingness
to teach English and the Bible. Harry found a Community Sports Center and developed a friendship with a group of
ping pong players. (The group is extremely important in this culture.) They invited him to join their group. He also
got in with a basketball team. Hours spent together engaging the world around him has resulted in 5 of the 7 ping
pong players attending outreach activities at Chiba Church. He also meets one-on-one for Bible Study with a man
who received a flyer and said he knew God had allowed this contact.
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As we seize opportunities wherever possible for introducing the love of Jesus to those who don’t yet know Him
here in our neighborhood, we continue to thank God for the support of the Alliance churches in our area. This
partnership has been a two-way street as we work together in outreach. Harry baptized Ken, a high school senior at
Yachiyo Church last fall and is discipling him each week. Ken’s faith is vibrant, and he has invited an unsaved
friend to join this class. This friend is earnest in learning about becoming a child of God.

Involvement in a weekly cell group hosted by a gal from Yachiyo Church, has led to two making a public
profession of their faith through baptism. Continually, seekers are drawn into this ministry that God is choosing to
use to bring women to Himself. In addition, I teach a “Mom’s Time” study for young mothers who are not yet
believers. These women, so talented and seeking, are coming in straight out of Buddhist and Shinto backgrounds.
We have started out slowly, softly, yet so very intentionally, presenting this Incredible God/Man, Jesus, who has so
much to offer in just daily life! Praise God, not one has stopped attending. On the contrary, the interest has grown,
and at our January, 2007 meeting, at fellow sister, Mizuka’s house, the stake went in! Talking about what they want
to discuss in 2007, Yasue, a lovely young mom holding her little daughter in her arms looked up and said, “I don’t
know anything about the Bible. Could you explain it to us?” And then Junko, mother of little twin boys said, “And
could you teach us how we should live in daily life according to the Bible?” THIS WAS A TURNING POINT!
These ladies had been so leery of “Christianity” before. We covet your prayers as we now will build on the
foundation that has been laid through much prayer.

God is winning! We dare not be “good to go” as we engage our world. The stakes are high ~~ heaven or hell. Satan
desires to blind eyes. Our hearts continue to cry out to God for Japan. We walk their treadmills, play in their sports
centers, and welcome opportunities to help young moms struggling with daily life ~sometimes not knowing how to
get OFF their treadmill. We are seeing God work in lives, helping them to see that He has more for them than
burning out for monetary accomplishments.

Our input must more than equate our output! We know that we dare not find ourselves running “the treadmill” from
early morning till late at night, forsaking the most important exercise, which is time spent on our knees in prayer.
Corporately praying with fellow groups of believers in our churches extends the power as they, too, reach out into
their communities. This power base of prayer which pushes back Satan’s darkness has no limits. This spiritual
fitness gives us the good-to-go power as we accept the Great Commission to engage our world.
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Good to Go in Dakar, Senegal

"Fill 'er up, please"
By Jewel Evans

Do you remember back to the days before self-service stations when there were gas station attendants? Do you
remember pulling your car, with an empty tank, up to the gas pump and saying to the attendant, "Fill ‘er up,
please™? From time to time, | find myself in the spiritual condition of having an empty tank, and I find myself
crying out to the Lord, "Fill me up, Lord. Please fill my empty tank!"

Besides crying out to the Lord, what should we do when we feel like we're running on empty and have nothing left
to give??? I'd like to make several suggestions based on personal experience:

1. STAY IN THE WORD

It is imperative that we keep renewing our minds with God's Word, even when we don't "feel" like it. I'm convinced
that one the enemy's main strategies when we are running on empty is to get us to quit reading the Word of

God. God's Word is supernatural. It is living and active. Even though it was written so very long ago, God's Word
can speak to our specific life circumstances as if it were written today as a letter JUST TO YOU FOM GOD
HIMSELF. God wants to refresh our souls through His Word. He will reward your obedience so stay in the Word
even if you feel like it's just routine.

2. SHARE ABOUT YOUR SPIRITUAL EMPTINESS WITH THE BODY OF CHRIST

James 5:16 says, "Confess your faults to each other and pray for each other so God can heal you." We were never
meant as Christians to be Lone Rangers. God Himself designed the Body of Christ and if the Body of Christ is
functioning as it was meant to function, we need to be not only celebrating with each other, but we also need to be
able to share deeply with each other when we are struggling. It takes courage to open up to people, but once they've
earned your trust, take the plunge and be brave enough to be transparent with others and let them minister to you
and pray for you. We ALL go through periods of spiritual emptiness. NO ONE runs on a full tank 100% of the
time, so when you are brave enough to open up and ask for prayer support, it frees others to do the same. Oh, that
we would learn to be REAL with each other and not wear masks. | don't know about you, but | can't relate to
"perfect” people. | need to know that there are others out there who struggle from time to time like I do. | need to
hear their stories of how God has helped them through and what they've learned in the process.

3. LISTEN TO CHRISTIAN MUSIC

A strategy I've learned to use when I'm running on empty is the value of listening to Christian music in my home
and in my car. Scripture choruses in particular really minister to my empty soul and are like a soothing balm to my
wounds. Ps. 22:3 tells us that God inhabits the praises of His people. So, if you are feeling like God is far away, a
sure fire way to sense His presence is to begin praising Him. He dwells in our praise!

4. GET OFF ALONE WITH GOD ON A PERSONAL RETREAT

When was the last time you grabbed your Bible and notebook and went off alone to be with God? Joan Fleming
once wrote: "Of one thing | am convinced: personal retreat is not luxury or indulgence. It is a time of renewal. It is
also an active choice we make to get to know God better. Just wanting to know Him better is not enough." | feel
that getting off on a personal retreat with God from time to time is crucial. It won't just happen. You have to make it
happen. Moms with small children, perhaps you could take turns watching each other's children in order to allow
this to be a reality for you.



MISSIONS

2007-2008 MONTHLY INFORMATION

JULY 2008 continued

In conclusion, Ps. 63:1-6 gives us a good description of what strong, healthy spiritual vitality looks like. Verse 1
says, "God, you are my God. | search for you. | thirst for you like someone in a dry, empty land." | am ministering
in Senegal where there is very little green anywhere, just desert sand and dryness everywhere. | know what it's like
to be parched with thirst. When was the last time you thirsted like that spiritually -- that you felt you'd just die if
you didn't hear a personal word from God?

Verse 5 says, "l will be content as if | had eaten the best foods.” Think about Thanksgiving when we work long and
hard to prepare that nice big feast and how richly satisfied we are at the end of the meal when we take our last bite
of pumpkin pie. A feeling of contentment at having a "full tank" settles over us. When was the last time you can
remember having that same kind of spiritual contentment, when you felt like God had filled your tank back up to
overflowing?

Verse 6 says, "l remember you while I'm lying in bed; I think about you through the night.” When was the last time
that your first thought when you woke in the morning was about God, and then you had a running conversation with
him all day long and finally, fell into bed that night and the last thought you had before drifting off to sleep was
about Him?

I don't know about you, but I'm not always experiencing this kind of spiritual vitality that David wrote about. And
we know from reading the other Psalms that neither was David! But it encourages me to know that times of spiritual
emptiness are only seasons in our lives and they always come to an end. And I strongly believe that we can shorten
the season of dryness by applying the above strategies.
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Good to Go in the Republic of Congo
By Beverly Bellamy

And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times; having all that you need, you will
abound in every good work. 11 Cor. 9:8 (NIV)

We can’t engage a world in need of God’s grace until we have experienced it ourselves. It is the experience of that
grace which gives us the credibility and spiritual fitness to share it with others. One of our ministries in the
Republic of Congo is our Alliance Bible Institute (IBAC). IBAC is designed to help pastors and lay people prepare
to engage their world.

IBAC was originally two programs: a pastoral training program for our Alliance churches and a lay study program
designed to minister to the larger Christian community of Brazzaville and Pointe-Noire, our two major cities. Since
our civil war, in 1997, we have only been able to continue the second program. These courses are month-long
modules, taught in the evening. This schedule allows students who have occupations to maintain their jobs and
homes and to come to study after work.

Because of this focus, our students are already engaged in various professions. They have included high school
teachers, university professors, international bankers, accountants, radio announcers, merchants, a chef and his wife,
oil company workers, high-ranking military officers, doctors, judges, and an engineer in the Ministry of the Interior.
Among these Christians are also pastors of other church groups who have not had any way to get sound Biblical
training before. Many of these pastors, who are now IBAC graduates, have begun to send their church people to
IBAC as well. They want to better equip themselves to understand and communicate God’s Word to their families,
their churches, and the people with whom they work each day. They want to be good to go.

Ordinarily, the students come with optimism for the way that further training will expand their ministries, but many
of our students can tell exciting stories of the ways that God has worked through IBAC to heal their wounded hearts
and make them spiritually fit to take on the world around them.

Pauline is in her 40s. She and her husband, Benoit, have been married for some time and have grown children.
Benoit, who is gifted in languages, was hired as a translator for Jane Goodall’s chimp reserve near Pointe-Noire.

By the time he got hired for that position, their marriage had degenerated to the point where she didn’t accompany
him to Pointe-Noire. They were drifting towards divorce when she enrolled at IBAC in Brazzaville.

In the course of her studies, she was seized by the sense that God was speaking to her. She realized that He wasn’t
finished with them as a couple either. She started praying for reconciliation and tried to re-establish contact with her
husband, Benoit.

Benoit had been a language tutor for missionaries and had made a profession of faith before the war, but had drifted
away from the Lord. He saw, however, that Pauline had softened during the course of her program of studies. One
night she had a dream in which she saw a baby boy on the bed in their room. When her husband mentioned that he
had had a similar dream, she took this as confirmation that God would restore their home. She wanted to move to
Pointe-Noire to live with her husband. She was able to transfer because there is a branch of IBAC in Pointe-Noire,
so she continued her studies the second year at the Pointe-Noire campus. Amazed by the transformation in her life,
he began to attend church with her.
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She completed her studies, but was unable to attend graduation because she was giving birth to their son. Their son
is a symbol to them of the new thing God had done in their lives. Both she and her husband came individually and
expressed thanks for the school, crediting it with the restoration of their marriage. They named their son after the
school.

Now each week they attend church together, as a family. Benoit, a deacon, and Pauline a deaconess, are testimonies
to the abundant grace of God and the healing that He brings in order to equip his people to reach other broken lives
around them.





